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1. This application has been transferred to a new examiner. 
Upon carefully reviewing the claims, the allowance of claims 16, 
17 and 20 has been withdrawn due to newly found prior art. The 
examiner regrets any inconvenience to the Applicant. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C- 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Miyake et al (US 5,777,667) . 

With regard to claim 16, Miyake et al discloses in Figs. 
5A, 5B and 6, an electronic camera operable with another camera, 
which discloses the system for synchronizing a first exposure of 
a subject by a first camera with a second exposure of the 
subject by a second camera (a camera system includes film camera 
1 and electronic camera 2; where the system synchronizes film 
camera 1 and electronic camera 2 in capturing an object image, 
col. 10, lines 57-67), the system comprising the steps of 
simultaneously initiating the first exposure (release button 
unit 3 0 of camera 1 is pressed and strobe 34 emits light so as 
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to initiate a first exposure, col. 11, lines 1-14) and 
transmitting a light pulse from the first camera (strobe 34 is 
activated to provide light pulse to an object image); and 
initiating the second exposure in response to the second camera 
receiving the light pulse from the first camera (electronic 
camera 2 receives a reflection 144 of the light pulse from 
strobe 34 and sync unit 26 generates strobe sync pulse 146 so as 
to initiate a second exposure, col. 11, lines 7-15 ), whereby 
the subject is photographed from two different viewing angles 
(camera 1 and electronic camera 2 are positioned in different 
places; thus, the camera lens of camera 1 and the one of 
electronic camera 2 must captured an object image at two 
different angles; it should be noted that if an object image is 
taken from two different objective lenses with the same optical 
axis, the image has the same view angle; otherwise, the image is 
viewed at two different angles) . 

With regard to claim 17, Miyake et al discloses in Figs. 
5A, 5B and 6, an electronic camera operable with another camera, 
which discloses the steps of waiting a predetermined time after 
receiving the light pulse from the first camera before 
initiating the second exposure (electronic camera 2 inherently 
waits a predetermined time before initiating a second exposure 
since sync unit 26 has to process the reflection 144 of the 
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light pulse and generates a sync pulse signal 146 to controller 
25 and finally the controller 25 activates electronic camera 2 
and initiates the second exposure) . 

3. Claims 19-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 1-15 are allowed. 

The prior art of record fails to suggest or disclose: 
With regard to claim 1, a digital camera comprising a 
timer, initiated by the processor in response to receiving a 
signal therefrom indicative of said first light pulse; wherein 
the processor is programmed to initiate capture of an image in 
response to an indication from the timer that lapse of a time 
period essentially equal to the duration of said first light 
pulse has occurred, and a Eight output device that transmits a 
second light pulse in synchronism with initiation of said 
capture of an image, in response to a signal issued from the 
processor . 

With regard to claim 13, a digital camera comprising a 
plurality of light input devices, each of which is capable of 
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detecting a first light pulse; a processor , coupled to each one 
of the plurality of light input devices; a timer, initiated by 
the processor in response to receiving a signal therefrom 
indicative of said first light pulse; wherein the processor is 
programmed to initiate exposure of an image in response to an 
indication from the timer that lapse of a time period 
essentially equal to the duration of said first light pulse has 
occurred, an image capture mode input device for manually 
selecting one of a plurality of image capture modes, each of 
which has parameters associated therewith that are used by the 
processor to determine whether to initiate said exposure, 
wherein one of said parameters indicates which one of the 
plurality of light input devices is used for detecting said 
first light pulse. 

5. The Office action is not made Final since new grounds of 
rejection applied to the claims. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Myers discloses event detection in a video recording 
system. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier . 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7365. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's acting supervisor, David Ometz can 
be reached on (571) 272-7593- The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(572) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application, or proceeding should be directed to the 
Customer Service whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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